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Through information that is rooted in the local community, the marching committee, "building

up our towns", presents "in Japan". To both natives of Japan as well as those visiting from
abroad, we want to share with you beautiful scenery and

amazing gourmet, unique local products and traditional crafts; < Japan.
we want to share with you the appealing diversity of each _Eﬂd|€SS
place in Japan. . Discovery.
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Hirosaki,Yamagata,lwaki,Fukushima,Sano,Funabashi,Abiko,Nezu,Nishiarai,Waseda,

Kudan,Mukojima,Asakusa,Yokohama,Niigata,Noto,Fujiyoshida, Takayama,lzu,Nagahama,
Kameoka,Miyajima,Syodoshima,Matsuyama,Okinawa
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In spring we wish for a plentiful planting, for the summer we pray for the condolence
of our ancestors, in the fall we offer up thanks for the harvest and in winter we do
away with our impurities from the past year. The festivals that we have in Japan are
largely connected to the four seasons, which dwell deep in the hearts of the people.
The festivals are not just those rooted in history, but there are those that have been
started to revive a town, etc.. Through the year, the different festivals that become
established across the land of Japan give off vitality. Each area has it's own unique
culture that is breathed out through the festivals and so ties to the land are
deepened- person to person ties and person to town. And this is an important job to
take on.

For "In Japan"'s first edition, we will look at and introduce 25 different festivals from
across Japan. We greatly encourage you to go and experience for yourself some of
these festivals that live alongside the people of the land.
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The "Neputa" festival colors the summer streets of Hirosaki in Tsugaru. Around 80
or so highly decorated Neputa "floats" are paraded down the streets of Hirosaki.
Float themes include legendary warriors from the Three Kingdoms and "Suikoden".
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Hirosaki neputa matsuri
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2015.8.1 (sat) ~7 (fri)
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The contrasting images of rough
men on the front and simple
elegance of the backside make
up the "fan-shaped" floats, which
are paraded along with the
extravagant "stage" floats. The
parade is set to the moving
sounds of traditional Japanese
flutes and drums.

BERUOAIERIYT—FLITEES
Tsugaru Hirosaki marching committee
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In just three days, over 13,000 dancers dressed in beautiful costume shout
energetically in unison along with the sound of drums as the event opens up.
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Also known as the "cherry capital”,
Yamagata produces over 70% of
Japan's cherry harvest which can
be tasted through mid-July. In
addition, natural hot springs
abound in every city, town and
village, so you can enjoy visiting a
variety of them!
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Yamagata marching committee
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When Obon season comes, you can hear the sounds of drums and bells. "Memori-
al celebrations" are performed for the deceased of that year, bringing comfort to
families.
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lwaki Fukushima
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Jangara nenbutsu odori

2015.8.13 (thu) ~15 (sat)

There are over 100 groups in
lwaki city who perform a traditional
"Jangara" dance. Each group's
rhythm of drums and bells, along
with their song and dance is
unique. For the summer's
Tanabata festival, a young adult
"Jangara" competition is held.

WhEY—FIFER
lwaki marching committee
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Fukushima Straw Sandal Festival- one of the six famous northeastern festivals.
The sandal's length is 12m and weighs 2 tons! It's the largest straw sandal in
all Japan.
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2015.7.31 (fri) ~8.1 (sat)

From olden times people would
wish to be a good walker. This
festival's origin comes from a
i 300 year old tradition of
Fukushima. You can enjoy the
v = short summer of northeast Japan
MNMUEY—FITEES here.
Fukushima marching committee
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The big event to decorate Sano's summer, "Sano Hidesato" festival. You can enjoy
a variety of events such as a horseback archery exhibition, the procession of the
mikoshi, and a marching brigade of musicians of traditional Japanese instruments.

Sano Toch
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Sanohidesato matsuri

Ww3F+Z (R) 75712013
TIZ>TVERBLE[EDE
3] TIADER 2 A NMIH %
L SREBEEZELEFE ThES,

2015.8.8 (sat) ~9 (sun)

The winner of the "mascot
grand prix" in 2013, Sanomaru.
He appears in many events
within the city and get’ s every-
one to have a fun time.

THEIOY—FLIEES
Shimotsukenokuni Sano marching committee
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The Funabashi City festival is held every July, and aside from the "stupid
face" dance and the mikoshi, there is very popular event called "made in
Funabashi", which brings in many traditional craft businesses.

Funabashi Chiba
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KBWE WASEIEL 7.24 (fri) ~26 (sun)
made in Funabashi 7.24(fri) ~26 (sun)

More info | |

Besides serving as an exhibi-
tion of the different crafts,
“made in Funabashi” also has
the popular "dandan art con-
test". The gift give-away, for
everyone who participates in
the stamp collection, and the
hands-on activities are also
quite popular.

mE~—F T EES
Funabashi marching committee
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Teganuma is the place of relaxation in the Tokatsu region. It has been said
from times long ago that here, Kappa, mysterious water creatures, live. And it
is the Kappa who play a starring role in this festival.
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Abiko Chiba
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2015. 8. 22 (sat)

The main event is the huge
parade of dancing Kappa, lead-
ing the way from Teganuma park
road to Abiko station, Besides
this, other events including a
Kappa costume contest, make it
a festival that all ages can enjoy
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Toukatsu marching committee and be a part of.
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Nezu shrine is best known for the 3000 or so Azaleas that blossom in spring.
In September, what is said to be one of the 3 great Edo festivals is held here
at Nezu shrine.

Nezu Tokyo
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Nezujinja reitaisai

2015.9.19(sat) ~20 (sun)

At the festival,various traditional
performances, considered to be
"intangible cultural assets", are
held. Namely, the Sanzanomai
and the Urayasunomai. The
many food booths around the
shrine, covering a spacious area
of 23,000 square meters, create
a very fun atmosphere.

BEAR~Y—FLIEES
Yushima Hongo marching committee
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You can hear from somewhere the nostalgic sounds of your hometown.
Wind chimes gathered from all over Japan sing of pleasant days of old.

PEFTH KETE 25 Y

Nishiaraidaishi furin matsuri
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2015.7.11 (sat) ~8.2 (sun)

More info § |

While the exhibit is open, beautiful
sounds echo throughout the prem-
ises. A variety of over 500 kinds
of wind chimes are gathered and
their sounds beckon for a cool-
ness to come. Many people visit
each year. Wind chimes for
purchase are also on exhibition.

Adachi marching committee
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Since it was moved from Akagi shrine to Tajima forest (now Waseda Tsuruma-
ki-cho) this shrine's festival has watched over and protected the land for over
700 years.
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Waseda Tokyo
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Akagijinja reitaisai

ERFDZREETIKLAEALL =R
Wttt B TEA TOMERLE

2015.9.19 (sat) BB TEERBATLIEY  ZN5

G\t 5201 0F (LB BERHTT
p——" — BELHRSN IBHOT AN
_ Talk LLTEINTWET,

Akagi shrine was turned to ash
by air raids during WWII. Even
though it was later rebuilt, the
Kagura Hall hadn't been
restored until 2010. Presently
there is also café built and is
loved as a place for the neigh-
borhood to mingle.

1
bEEFHEY—FTEES S
Waseda Shinjuku marching committee
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Established in 940. After that, this shrine was established within Edo castle.
In the regularly held festival in September, the town's mikoshi really livens up
the area.

Kudan Tokyo
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In 2006, the mikoshi and a
parade of festive carts entered
old Edo castle while all the
people greatly celebrated. It's a
very majestic festival produced
by only locals to that area.

berv—FLIEES

Chiyoda marching committee
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This religious festival finds its origin due to an oracle by Jikaku daishi in 860.
Previously held on September 15th, it now is held on the weekend closest to
"elderly appreciation day" (Keiro no hi).
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Mukojima Tokyo
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This year there is no ox drawn carriage, but the mikoshi will still be paraded around.
(The next time that the carriage will be pulled around is 2017).

FUStRtHIAS

Ushijimajinja reitaisai

SFIC—EDKRETIE RS
BEEE) 2R OICFHRE (M
BIEEH=EROLER) T
BEFIHS/=EKDHLLTS
PIERERFIVT7 RTINS
MEEDITHNEY,

2015.9.18 (fri) ~ 20 (sun) |
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More info | |

Once every five years, an ox
pulling an imperial carriage, girls
wearing flashy dress and young
boys form a procession that
mirrors a scene out of antiquity,
marching around the parish of
the Shinto priest to bring about
good fortune from the gods.

THEWE~Y—FTEES

Sumida Joto marching committee
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Go along by Asakusa down Kokusai-dori towards Ueno and you will come to
"Kappabashi hon-dori" On the weekend during the festival, many food and

drink booths are lined up, bringing out a nostalgic atmosphere that reminds
people of the temple festivals from their childhood.
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Hiranuma Shrine was established and worshipped as the place of dwelling of
the guardian diety of Shinden in 1839. Because "Suitengu"'s amulet is vener-
ated here, Suitengu is very close to the hearts of the people as the god pre-

siding over safe birth and water.
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Shitamachi tanabata matsuri

2015.7.3 (fri) ~8 (wed)
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Special performances and
traditional arts with Kappa-
bashi hon-dori being the center
of the action make this neigh-
borhood's summer lively and
fun! The multi-colored
"tanabata" decorations go well
together with Tokyo Skytree
standing tall.
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Suitengu hiranumajinja reitaisai

2015.9.3 (thu) ~5 (sat)
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Yokohama
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Even though the name of the
shrine has presently been
changed, the people of that area
still call it Suitengu. Every year
at the regularly held festival, the
procession of the mikoshi moves
from the shrine out among the
food stands creating a really
exciting environment.

Taito marching committee

Yokohama marching committee
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Dancers of jazz, hip-hop, folk and other kinds of dance come from all over the
world to gather by the Japan Sea for this large-scale festival. One great appeal for
spectators is that over 10,000 different dancers come and gather here.
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A Fisherman's village- Ishikawa prefecture's Nanao city, the town of Ishizaki's
Hachiman's shrine and the rite of offering at the summer festival. Each huge
banner takes about 100 men to carry, with six banners creating a crazy scene.

Nugata
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Niigata so-odori matsuri

2015.9.19(sat) ~21(mon) * 23 (wed)
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Niigata marching committee
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Intense dances are on display
on Niigata city's main shopping
street and in the tourist facility.
Since its start in 2002, every
year the spectators increase.
It is now become a tradition
that reminds people that
autumn is near.

BIEFESR

Issaki hoto matsuri

2015.8.1(sat)

More info § |

Alll~—FTFER
Ishikawa marching committee
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Together with traditional Japanese
music, the groups of men shouting
in unison "sakkasai, sakassai,
iyasakasal!" the huge banners are
carried down and around the
narrow streets, and upon entering
the Doumae open space, a frenzy
of excitement explodes through
the crowds.
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From summer through fall, there are a great variety of events held in the area
around Mt. Fuji. One of Japan's big three unique festivals is the Yoshida Fire
festival, it marks the end of the climbing season with a impressive sight.
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Fujiyoshida Shizuoka
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Around the time when the Yoshida
Fire Festival ends, so does Mt.
Fuji's summer and the area
welcomes the changing colors of
autumn leaves. For those who are
left wanting more after seeing Mt.
Fuji from afar, there is a climbing
race from the foot of the mountain
to the top that you can join in.

Kainokuni marching committee
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The "Sanno sai" festival his held in order to celebrate the coming of spring. This, along
with the autumn's "hachiman festival" are both a part of the Takayama Festivals, extrav-
agant and considered to be one of Japan's three most beautiful festivals.
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Takayama Gifu
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A very detailed Japanese anima-
tronic doll presents the offering
upon a vehicle. The design is remi-
niscent of a very refined art style
from a different but beautiful world.
And though there is elegance here,
because this culture was reared in
the harsh cold, you can also feel
the strength of the town.

More info | |

B REv—F U ERES
Gifu plaza marching committee
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In Nishiizutoi, you can see a beautiful view of Mount Fuji and of the setting
sun beyond Suruga bay. Every year the Toi Summer Festival is held here.
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lzu Shizuoka
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Toi summer festival

2015.8.18 (tue) ~ 20 (thu)

More info § |

At the firework display, 2,000
fireworks go off per night over a
three day period with a huge vari-
ety of types. Each day's finale
decorates the sky like Niagara
Falls with trails over a hundred
meters tall. The radiance of it all
turns the summer's night sky into
that of day.
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RE~Y—FLITEES
Izu marching committee
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Called the "mobile art museum", extravagant parade floats proceed together
with a song and dance competition for children done on one of the parade
carts. This festival is a staple of springtime for Nagahama.
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gahama Shiga
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VEPE
RERLEDOY
Nagahama hikiyama matsuri

2016.4.13 (wed) ~ 16 (sat)

One of the three greatest "stage
cart" festivals- Nagahama's jubi-
lant float festival. Nagahama's
castle Lord, the famous Toyotomi
Hideyoshi, rejoiced over the birth
of his son and gave a present of
gold. The people constructed a
festival cart which was used and
thus this festival was given birth.

LHSEY—F U EES
Nagahama marching committee
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Also known as the “Gion Festival” of Tanba, it is Kameoka’ s big fall festival,
“Kameoka festival”. Together with 11 festival carts, lively traditional Japa-
nese music gets this festival going in high spirits.
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Temple treasures, Tibetan Buddhism, and secret Tibetan teachings of healing
magic and an abundance of other highlights are all here.

Kameoka Kyoto

BER
Kameoka matsuri

2015.10.23 (fri) ~25 (sun)
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Kameoka festival originates
from the Muromachi era of
Japan. Then from 1573-1592,
during the Sengoku period, the
festival fell out of practice, but
again, from the Edo period, the
towns people put their effort
into slowly reviving this “towns

Rt HCREY
Daisyoin momiji matsuri

2015.11.21 (sat) ~29 (sun)

More info | |
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If you visit Itsukushima Shrine,
a world heritage site, why not
walk a bit farther to Daisyoin?
Besides the prospect of the
“one wish teacher” granting
one of your desires, there are a
great many other benefits all

Kameoka marching committee people festival”.

Hiroshima marching committee gathered at this place.
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From around 300 years ago, Syodoshima has been passing down the tradition
of a traditional rite of the extermination of pests, known as “the sending away

of bugs”. The purpose of the event is for the extermination of harmful insects
and prayer for that year’ s farming.
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The shouts of “Out! Safe! Yoyoinoyoi!” together with a "baseball dance" and
a light samba rhythm---the “baseball samba” is a favorite for sightseers.

Syodoshima Kagawa

HixXY
Mushi okuri

BB+ 1Li3X Hitoyama area 2015.7.2 (thu)
fj#1X Nakayama area 2015.7.4(sat)

More info § |

IHET—FLIERES
Sanuki marching committee
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This ceremony also appeared in
the film “The Cicada of the Eighth
Day”. The beauty of these moun-
tainous regions, Hitoyama and
Nakayama, are even spoken of
now. In the festival, children hold
torches called “Hote” over their
heads while walking down foot-
paths between the rice fields.

NITE D))
Matsuyama matsuri

2015.8.7 (fri) ~9 (sun)

More info |

WE~v—FL I EES
lyo marching committee
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Matsuyama Ehime
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BYORILARREZARSBLE
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The venue includes Okaido's
shopping street, Chifunemachi
road, Shiroyama park's grounds,
etc.. The dancers open up
everything with sizzling dances.
There is a “game village” that
children can enjoy and different
food and drink booths as well.
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Okinawa's "staple" of summer and one of the representative festivals of
Japan. Please check out Okinawa's traditional dance "Eisa".

Fin JapanJ
BIFIDIEL
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Okinawa

[in Japan]&aZ B =12& HD ESTEVEL T,

AP ESTHAREMIBRI I SEITBRIT LI BRI LERLS
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SHOLFEALET—YERL . SHOBHERELTVWEET  BANDS
(CIEHIRDRBSLVZHMEBREL CWLEZ BADSDOEIEDS
(I ESFN THEIEDEDBVEAREFREL TV EhIEE=0 T,

Fle HEVLELLD!

Thank you for looking at "in Japan'.

We uncover each area of Japan's climate, nature, culture, food, etc.,
with its own uniqueness and charm. In this edition, through "festivals”,
we saw special flavors from each region.

In the next issues as well, through many themes, we will share the

The traditional Okinawan instru-
ment "Sanshin", songs, as well
as the rhythm and sound of Jap-
anese drums echo through the

N — 2 A48 =4 = = 1=
,[Fﬁé%I’f"j' . f’) ) . RHICEERPHAB OV charm of each area. For the natives of Japan, it is a good opportunity
Okinawa zento eisa matsuri LHIEVE | £EHNSERIT DI to rediscover the diversity of the land, and for those who come sightsee-
i BI(YH—T7pr-bE—iEC. ing from abroad, we hope it's a great chance to discover Japan and to
201594 (f“) ~6 (Sun) 4o o~ " know that no matter how many times you visit, it is a country that you
B ITAY —OBRERERD S will not get tired of!
TLIZ& N, Let's meet again!
More info '_ . — -
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marching committee

¥ performance hall. Come, join in IBERE
E - with the fans of the "Eisa" chairman of the board =
= dance from all over Japan, and # J: H:E 'I'T‘,.
BIk~v—F I EES experience for yourself the thrill Masahiro Inoue
Ryukyu marching committee of this festival.

MAFEICIBHL TV B DRERAREIZ2015F6AF A TR T, FELERSNIHBEN BNET  BHATORRICIFBRNCIERE B /ZE

NOTICE: The festivals that appear in this magazine are as of June 2015, scheduled as written, but due to the possibility sudden or unexpected changes, please confirm the details of the festival again before you travel.
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[in Japan] Cld. BE#HISDRKRE-ZBER -ZTEE% We at "in Japan" want to hear everyone's impressions,

PPesent BEBLTHEVET ASLA—ITRLAAN Ay E—T% opinions and ideas. For 20 people who send a message BFBELTHUET !
o W2We B % E20% 450 S EBE D250 to the e-mail address on the right side, we will give away .. .. .
TLEDEFRSE DBEHER W [EELEH1FINRINI—R25%  a 25 postcard set of illustration of townscapes featured injapan@machi-ing.jp

k& TLEAANELET] in this issue!
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